	0THEME: LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF NEHEMIAH
Many children see brokenness every day; in their homes, schools, communities, and in Uganda, but often don't know how God wants them to respond. Nehemiah teaches us that, when we see brokenness, just like he did for his home, Jerusalem, God doesn't want us to ignore it. He wants us to care, pray, trust Him, work together, and become part of the solution. 
Movers Shakers (9-12) Years

	DATE
	13TH SEPTEMBER 2026

	TOPIC
	Celebrate What God Has Done| Nehemiah 12:27-43 (NIV)

	LESSON OVERVIEW
	Children will learn that when God helps us accomplish something good, we should stop, celebrate, thank Him, and give Him the glory. They will learn that celebration is not only about the achievement, but about remembering the One who helped us get there.

	TAKE AWAY
	I will celebrate what God has done and give Him the glory.

	PREPARATION
	Read: Nehemiah 12:27-43
Materials: Bibles, paper, pens, small pieces of paper.

	SEGMENT 1: PRE-SERVICE GAME 
	CELEBRATION CHALLENGE
Divide the children into teams.
Give each team a simple challenge, such as arranging themselves according to:
Height → birthday month → first name alphabetically.
They must complete it without talking to each other (they can use sign language to communicate). When the first team finishes, celebrate them. 
Then ask: "What do we do when we accomplish something difficult?" 

	
	Today we are going to learn about a group of people who finished something difficult and they stopped to celebrate. But their celebration was not just about themselves. They celebrated what God had done.

	SEGMENT 2: WORSHIP LEADER
	Last week, we learned from Nehemiah that we should stay focused, avoid distractions, and finish strong. Today, we reach the moment when the work is finished. So what did Nehemiah and the people do next? They celebrated! Let's worship God and thank Him for everything He has helped us accomplish.

	PRAYER
	Father, thank You for everything You have done for us. Help us remember Your goodness, celebrate the things You help us accomplish, and always give You the glory. In Jesus' Name, Amen.

	SEGMENT 3: BIG WORD
	Hello Mover Shakers,
I hope you had an incredible week.
· What is something exciting that you have celebrated recently? 
· Why do people celebrate birthdays, graduations, weddings or special achievements? 

Point: Celebration is a way of saying, “This is important, and I am thankful!” 
The people of Jerusalem had something very important to celebrate; they had finished rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem!


	SEGMENT 4:
DEBATE
10 Mins
	Motion: When we achieve something great, should we celebrate our success or give all the glory to God?

Do you agree or disagree? Give examples from the Bible to support your answer.

	
	We can celebrate what God has helped us accomplish, but our celebration should always point back to Him.
“Look what God has helped me do!” is very different from “Look how great I am!”

The Israelites worked hard to rebuild their city wall. It had been broken down, but with God's help, Nehemiah and the people rebuilt it. Now the wall was finished, and it was time to celebrate!

The leaders gathered the people together. Singers and musicians came. The priests purified themselves and the people. Two large groups walked along the wall, praising God with singing and instruments. There was so much joy that the sound of rejoicing could be heard from far away!

They didn't just celebrate the wall. They celebrated what God had done.
The people knew that they could not take all the credit. God had helped them, protected them and given them strength to complete the work.

And when your church, family, class, or community achieves something together, celebrate it and remember: GOD HELPED US GET HERE.

	SEGMENT 5 - CREW TIME

	BIBLE READING 

	Read Nehemiah 12:27-43 together

	EXPLANATION
(Things To Learn)
	1. REMEMBER WHAT GOD HAS DONE: The people stopped to remember what God had helped them accomplish. Sometimes we get so busy thinking about what we need next that we forget to look back and see how God has already helped us.
2. CELEBRATE WITH THANKS: The people didn't hide their joy. They sang, played instruments, gave thanks and rejoiced together. Celebrating God doesn't always mean having a big party. We can celebrate Him by: Saying “Thank You, God!”, Singing worship songs, sharing what God has done, telling someone about God's goodness, giving thanks with our family and friends, Using our gifts to honor Him.
3. GIVE GOD THE GLORY: The wall was finished, but the people knew that God had helped them. When something good happens, we can celebrate while remembering: "God helped me."

	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

	1. According to Nehemiah 12:27-43, what did the people do when the wall was completed? (Let the children look through the passage and identify the different ways they celebrated.)
2. Why is it important to remember what God has done?

	SEGMENT 5: OBJECT LESSON


	The Thank-You Jar
You will need: A jar, box or container, small pieces of paper, Pens/pencils 
Give each child a piece of paper and ask them to write or draw one thing God has done that they are thankful for.
Put all the papers into the jar.

“Sometimes we forget God's goodness because we are focused on our problems. This jar reminds us to stop and remember what God has done.”
Read a few of the responses and lead the children in saying: “Thank You, God, for what You have done!”

	APPLICATION
	MY GOD HAS HELPED ME
Give each child a small piece of paper. Ask them to write:
· Something God helped me do: __________
· How I will thank God: __________
· How I can celebrate someone else's achievement: __________

Then let them share with a partner. Celebrating what God has done doesn't mean we become proud. It means we recognize progress, appreciate people, and remember that God is the source of every good thing.

Ask everyone to say: "I WILL GIVE GOD THE GLORY."

	CONCLUSION
	The people of Jerusalem had finished rebuilding the wall. They had faced opposition, pressure, fear, and distractions. But they finished. And when the work was done, they didn't simply move on to the next thing. THEY STOPPED AND CELEBRATED. They worshipped. They gave thanks. They rejoiced. And they remembered what God had done. As we finish this Nehemiah series, remember this:
· When you accomplish something good, celebrate it.
· When someone else succeeds, celebrate them.
But always remember: GOD HELPED YOU GET THERE.
Prayer: "God, thank You for everything You have helped me do. Help me celebrate the good things without becoming proud. Help me remember You, thank You, and give You the glory. Amen."

	MEMORY VERSE
	Nehemiah 12:43 "And on that day they offered great sacrifices, rejoicing because God had given them great joy."

	QUIET TIME
	Meditate on Nehemiah 12:43 

	WEEKLY CHALLENGE
CELEBRATE SOMEONE ELSE!
	Find someone who has done something good, made progress, or worked hard. Tell them: "I'm proud of you. Keep going!" Then thank God for helping them. And whenever something good happens in your own life, remember: 
CELEBRATE IT. THANK GOD. GIVE HIM THE GLORY!



