	0THEME: LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF NEHEMIAH
Many children see brokenness every day; in their homes, schools, communities, and in Uganda, but often don't know how God wants them to respond. Nehemiah teaches us that, when we see brokenness, just like he did for his home, Jerusalem, God doesn't want us to ignore it. He wants us to care, pray, trust Him, work together, and become part of the solution. 
Heroes (5-6) Years

	DATE
	13TH SEPTEMBER 2026

	TOPIC
	Give Thanks to God| Nehemiah 12:27 and 43 (NIV)

	LESSON OVERVIEW
	Children will learn to say “Thank You God” for the small and big things that He does for them. They will learn that celebration is about remembering the One who helped us get there.

	TAKE AWAY
	I will give thanks to God for all He has done.

	PREPARATION
	Read: Nehemiah 12:27 and 43
Materials: Bibles, paper, pens, small pieces of paper.

	SEGMENT 1: PRE-SERVICE GAME 
	Thank-You Actions
Ask the children to stand in a circle. Call out different things God has given them and let them respond with an action and say: “Thank You, God!”
Examples:
· “God gave you eyes!” — Point to your eyes.
Children: “Thank You, God!”
· “God gave you a family!” — Give yourself a hug.
Children: “Thank You, God!”
· “God gave you food!” — Pretend to eat.
Children: “Thank You, God!”
· “God helped you learn something new!” — Pretend to read.
Children: “Thank You, God!”

	
	Wow! God has given us so many good things. Today we are going to learn how people in the Bible stopped to celebrate and give thanks to God for helping them.

	SEGMENT 2: WORSHIP LEADER
	Last week, we learned from Nehemiah that we can choose to stay focused and finish strong. 
Today we are learning about saying THANK YOU to God.
God gives us many good things. He gives us our families, friends, food, homes and people who help us. God also helps us when things are difficult.
The people in Nehemiah's story had something very special to thank God for. God had helped them finish rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem.
So, let's worship God and say: ‘Thank You, God!’”

	PRAYER
	Dear God, thank You for loving us. Thank You for our families, our friends, our food and everything You give us. Thank You for helping us every day. Help us remember to say thank You to You. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

	SEGMENT 3: BIG WORD
	Hello Heroes,
I hope you had an incredible week.
Introducing the word: THANKFUL
Being thankful means being happy about something good and saying thank you.
Ask:
· “What do you say when someone gives you something?”
· “What do you say when someone helps you?”
· “What can we say when God does something good?”
Let the children answer:
“THANK YOU, GOD!”
Simple Illustration
Hold up an object such as a toy, Bible or bottle of water.

Who gave us people who can make and provide things we need?
God is the One who gives us many good things. We can always thank Him.
Big Word Chant
Leader: “THANKFUL!”
Children: “THANKFUL!”
Leader: “I can say…”
Children: “THANK YOU, GOD!”
Repeat several times with different voices: Loud voice, Quiet voice. Happy voice, Whisper voice- GOD HELPED US GET HERE.
When God does something good for us, we should remember Him and say THANK YOU

	SEGMENT 5 - CREW TIME

	BIBLE READING 
Read Nehemiah 12:27 and 43 together
	Focus especially on:
Verse 27: The people gathered to celebrate.
Verse 43: The people rejoiced because God had given them great joy

	EXPLANATION
(Things To Learn)
	REMEMBER WHAT GOD HAS DONE- 
The people in Jerusalem had finished rebuilding the wall. They were happy.
But they did not forget God. They stopped. They celebrated. They worshipped.
They rejoiced. And they gave thanks to God.

Sometimes we forget to say thank you because we are busy thinking about what we want. But God has already done so many good things for us. We can stop and remember them. We can thank God with our words. 
Teach them to say: “Thank You, God, for ______.”

	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

	1. What did the people finish building? The wall.
2. Who helped them? God helped them.
3. What did they do when the wall was finished? They celebrated with singing and dancing and giving God an offering and saying thank you God.
4. What can we say when God helps us? 

	SEGMENT 5: OBJECT LESSON


	The Thank-You Jar
You will need: A jar, box or container, small pieces of paper, Pens/pencils 
Give each child a piece of paper and ask them to write or draw one thing God has done that they are thankful for.
Put all the papers into the jar.

Sometimes we forget God's goodness because we are focused on our problems. This jar reminds us to stop and remember what God has done.
Read a few of the responses and lead the children in saying: “Thank You, God, for what You have done!”

	APPLICATION
	MY GOD HAS HELPED ME
Give each child a small piece of paper. Ask them to draw:
· Something God helped me do: __________
· How I will thank God: __________
· How I can celebrate someone else's achievement: __________

Look at all these wonderful things! Sometimes we forget how good God has been to us. This jar helps us remember. Every time we look at it, we can say: ‘Thank You, God, for what You have done!’”
Choose a few drawings and let the children explain them. After each one, everyone says:
“Thank You, God!”

	CONCLUSION
	The people in Jerusalem had finished rebuilding the wall. They were happy.
But they did not forget God. They stopped. They celebrated. They worshipped.
They rejoiced. And they gave thanks to God.
We can do the same! When something good happens, say: ‘Thank You, God!’
When God helps you, say: ‘Thank You, God!’
When someone gives you something, remember to be thankful. God is good, and we can give Him thanks every day!

Have the children repeat: “GOD IS GOOD!” “GOD HELPS ME!” “GOD HAS DONE GOOD THINGS FOR ME!” “I WILL GIVE THANKS TO GOD”.

Then pray: "Dear God, thank You for everything You have done for me. Thank You for my family, my friends, my home and all the good things You give me. Thank You for helping me. Help me remember to thank You every day. In Jesus’ Name, Amen."

	MEMORY VERSE
	Nehemiah 12:43 "And on that day they offered great sacrifices, rejoicing because God had given them great joy."

	QUIET TIME

	Ask the children to think quietly about Nehemiah 12:43.


	WEEKLY CHALLENGE
	This week, every day, find one thing God has done for you. 
Tell someone: “I thank God for ______!”
Then pray: “Thank You, God!”
STOP. REMEMBER. SAY THANK YOU! GIVE THANKS TO GOD!



