


doing extremely well. We’ve seen hundreds of salvations 
and engagements in support of the work we do through 
sponsorship and donations. All of this is for the glory and 
honor of Jesus Christ, who transforms lives.
 
Jesus has helped us gain meaningful partners and 
friends like you, who faithfully support everything we do. 
We want to thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 
Because of your continued generosity, women and  
children are living meaningful lives in Africa.
 
May God bless you,

Gary and Marilyn Skinner
Watoto Founders

Thank you for making 2015 yet another 
remarkable year for Watoto Child Care 
Ministries. God’s faithfulness continues 
to bless our ministry as we care for 
the orphaned children and vulnerable 
women of Uganda. 

A few highlights from 2015 include:

   • 15 students graduated from 
     university.
   • 98 new children joined our Watoto    
     villages.
   • 85 babies were brought to Baby 
     Watoto.
  • 793 ladies graduated from the Living    
     Hope program.
   • 5 maintained sustainability programs.
  • The successful launch of the new  
     Watoto Worship Camp.

By God’s grace, we have been able 

to deliver $6,055,290 directly to the 
programs sustaining more than 3,000 
children in our Watoto villages.

Our ongoing goal is to use the 
resources God has blessed us with to 
increase our service and care of the 
vulnerable in Uganda and you make 
this possible! Watoto continues to grow 
due to the continued support of a  
community who donates time,  
resources and talents to see our vision 
become a reality. 

Thank you for your heart to partner 
with us at Watoto. We are praying that 
God continues to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine in 2016!

 

Eugene Stutzman
Executive Director

By the power of Jesus’ love, we saw a number of exciting 
things happen in 2015, all for God’s glory and the  
expansion of His kingdom.
 
There has been incredible transformation, both  
individually and collectively. New babies joined our  
family throughout the year and 42 toddlers graduated 
into a Watoto village. We saw new children ages 2 to 12 
find a family in our Watoto villages, and 143 of our young 
adults graduated out of the program.
 
This means that 448 young adults to date have been 
empowered to fulfill their dreams. We’re excited to see 
the great things these future leaders will accomplish.
 
One of the key milestones of the year was the launch of 
our new choir production, Oh, What Love. The tour is 
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the times of struggle.

In 2013, she joined Living Hope where she received 
discipleship training and the skills she needed to make 
jewelry. She began to read her Bible, get connected to 
a group of mentors and friends, and to earn a steady 
income.

Now, her daughter Anita is 10 years old and she attends 
primary five and also sings in the school choir. “I’m 
proud of Anita and I have resolved to train her in the 
best way I can so that she can become better than me,” 
said Evelyn.

Through Living Hope, Evelyn has renewed hope for
her family. “I want to live to see my child graduate, get 
married, and most importantly grow and stay strong in 
God’s word,” said Evelyn.



OH, WHAT LOVE:
MARIA’S STORY
Maria Ogwal was only 7 years old when she lost both 
of her parents. At such a tender age, she, together with 
her brother and sister, went to stay with a paternal 
uncle. As much as their uncle loved them, he already 
had a family of his own and was unable to financially 
provide for them all. 

“He was a good man and tried to make ends meet but 
sadly, did not have enough money to provide for all of 
our needs,” said Maria.

Through a friend, Maria’s uncle was able to learn about 
Watoto. He came and asked that the children be added 
to the program. After the necessary evaluations, the 
then 10-year-old Maria and her siblings were welcomed 
to the Watoto villages in 1995. From that point on,  
everything changed and there were no more  
uncertainties about her future.

“I was sure I would be able to go to school and not be 
sent away for any reason,” said Maria. “It felt good to 
have such a sense of security.”

At Watoto, Maria found that life was more than being 
able to go to school, having clothes to wear and food 
to eat. Life at Watoto was all about God.

 “We had Bible study that we were required to attend, 
and through that I was able to know about God,” said 
Maria. “In 1999, I gave my life to God. It is the best thing 
that has ever happened to me.”
 
Maria graduated with a degree in Accounting and 
worked with the Watoto Children’s Choir as they  
prepared to travel for their production, Oh What Love. 

In 2015, Maria and her husband, Daniel led Choir 70 to 
the U.S. for their six-month tour - an experience that 

the couple will forever hold dear to their hearts. They 
were able to lead a team of vibrant children whose 
energy never seemed to dwindle, as well as confident 
adult leaders. 

While on tour in 2014, Maria was fortunate enough to 
meet one of her sponsors, without whom her life might 
have taken an entirely different route. She refers to 
their meeting as one of the best moments of her life. 

“It was amazing to finally meet someone who I had 
only written to for so long,” said Maria. “He had given 
so much for me. I know it’s a commitment to be a  
sponsor but it’s not just about the money they give. 
Sponsors also give the children hope, a reason to 
believe that their life has not come to an end. They 
grow up with the confidence that they aren’t alone. 
It’s the promise of a future, one bigger than they ever 
dreamed possible.”

 “When I met my sponsor, I realized that as a sponsor, 
you not only change a life, but yours is transformed 
as well. One time my sponsor told me about his wife 
having back issues. They had been told that she would 
never heal and she would be confined to a wheelchair. I 



remember writing to them and telling them that Jesus 
is able. Then I started to pray for them. I had always 
prayed for them, even more than I prayed for myself,” 
Maria said.

“One of the highlights of the tour was the  
overwhelming response of the people who stepped up 
to partner with Watoto in the cause of rescuing a child, 
raising a leader and rebuilding a nation,” said Daniel, 
leader of Choir 70 and Maria’s husband. “Thousands 
committed to sponsoring a child and others are  
planning trips to visit the villages in Uganda.”
  
Through our sponsors and donors, more than 3,000 
Watoto children now have hope for the future. They 
are able to dream with hope that those dreams will one 
day become a reality.

Now, Daniel and Maria have each taken a ministry  
position at Watoto. Daniel serves as a village pastor, 
overseeing the pastoral and discipleship departments 
in all three Watoto villages. Maria continues to serve 
with the choir department as a trainer. 

MEET RONALD
AND ESTHER
More than 100,000 people saw the Watoto 
Children’s Choir in 2015 and the message of Oh, 
What Love is one of hope reminding us that we 
are all children of God. Ronald and Esther were 
just two of the children from the choir’s most 
recent U.S. tour and both have incredible stories 
of rescue and hope through Watoto.

Ronald Mwanje

After his father was 
reported missing and 
his mother passed away, 
Ronald was left in the 
care of his grandfather. 
But, his grandfather was 
unable to adequately 
care for five-year-old 
Ronald, so local 

authorities asked Watoto to care for him.

Now, Ronald is nine years old and traveled with 
Choir 77 in the United States. 

“The best part of being a part of the choir is 
seeing people give their lives to Christ during the 
concerts,” said Ronald. “Even though I do miss 
my mother, friends and my favorite food, 
Matooke, while on tour, I love telling people that 
God loves them and will give them all that they 
need.”

Esther Nakate 

Esther Nakate’s father 
died when she was 
young and soon after, 
her mother discovered 
that she was HIV  
positive. Esther’s 
mother was unable to 
care for her and her brother, Ronnie. Her mother 
then requested that Esther be brought to 
Watoto so that she would be cared for in a safe 
and loving environment.

Esther is now 13 years old and traveled with 
Choir 77 in the United States.

“I love being in the choir and my favorite part is 
staying with our host homes,” said Esther. “I love 
performing the song ‘Healing is in Your Hands’ 
because people get saved when they hear it and 
it is my favorite song.”



RAISED UP
TO REBUILD
In March of 2016, Watoto celebrated the graduation 
of 16 children from a number of universities all over 
Uganda. Among these was the very first child rescued 
by Watoto in 1994. 

Found at only 18 months old, Jessica Namuli has grown 
into a strong and lovely 22-year-old. 

“When I tell my story, most people see it as a sad story, 
but for me, it was God’s first step to lifting me up. This 
graduation is not just a graduation to me. It shows me 
how far God has lifted me up,” Jessica shared during 
her speech.

Jessica graduated from Makerere Business School with 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration. She 
got very emotional as she thanked Watoto founders, 
Gary and Marilyn Skinner and everyone who has been 

a part of her journey at Watoto. 

“I can’t thank you enough,” she said through her 
tears. “My entire life has been at Watoto. My mom, my 
friends, everyone I love is here.  Everything I have, I 
received from Watoto,” she said. 

“I have told my 
friends that the only 
way to show how 
grateful we are is to 
be our best. This is 
the first of the steps 
we are taking to be 
the citizens Watoto 
has raised us to be,” 
she continued.

“When I came to Watoto, I knew she was the reason I 
had come. She is full of so much potential and I can’t 
wait to see what else is in her future,” said 
Headmaster of ID Raymer Primary School, John Albert 
Emuna. “Many people think that pain is a bad thing, 
but pain brings life to a story.” 

A very proud Gary Skinner gave the fresh graduates a 
word of advice for their future.

“Nothing makes me more proud than to tell you that 
you have made my investment in Uganda worth it. Just 
as you have worked for this graduation, I want you to 
work even harder for the next steps. 
 
Sometimes the road gets rough, but the most 
successful people are those who learn to navigate the 
rough path.”   



A LIVING HOPE
A HEALING HOPE

It is every parent’s dream to see their child succeed. As 
parents, we do everything we can for our children: we 
make sure they brush their teeth, finish their 
homework and we get them to soccer practice on time. 
As parents, we cheer on our children and pray that God 
would use them in a mighty way. Evelyn Akullo’s dream 
for her daughter Anita is the very same.

Evelyn’s story is one of a healing hope. When Evelyn’s 
husband died, her daughter Anita was only 16 months 
old. After his death, his relatives came and claimed all 
of his property and possessions, leaving Evelyn and 
Anita with nothing. Evelyn took a job working in a 
stone quarry under very dangerous conditions. She quit 
after just three months because the environment was 
so harsh and her health began to decline.

In 2013, she joined Living Hope where she received 
discipleship training and the skills she needed to make 
jewelry. She began to read her Bible, get connected 
to a group of mentors and friends, and earn a steady 
income.

Now, her daughter is 10 years old, attends primary 
school and also sings in the school choir. “I’m proud of 
Anita and I have resolved to train her in the best way I 
can so that she can become better than me,” 
said Evelyn.

Through Living Hope, Evelyn has renewed hope for
her family. “I want to live to see my child graduate, get 
married and most importantly, grow and stay strong in 
God’s Word,” said Evelyn.

420 ladies in our Gulu and Kampala workshops have 
been equipped with new skills, including paper-bead 
and soap-making, sewing and baking. These skills 
enable the ladies to earn an income, helping them 
support themselves and meet the needs of their 
families. This translates to the care of more than 400 
children.

More than 45 ladies benefited from food and rent  
support, and monthly medical treatment was given to 
an average of 117 ladies and 48 children at the  
dispensary in Gulu. 11 ladies received second stage ear 
elevation reconstrucive surgery.

793 ladies from the 2013 and 2014 Living Hope intake 
graduated from the discipleship program in Gulu and 
Kampala. 

A new line of jewelery and tailored products were 
designed with more than 70 ladies gaining 
employment through the training and production of 
these items.

2,144 girls in 20 schools 
were given sanitary 
towels and underwear 
on a monthly basis 
through our Keep a 
Girl in School program. 
Over 5,700 girls were 
educated through 
discipleship and 
empowerment courses. 
417 girls sat for their 
Primary Leaving Exams 
in 2015. This was 78 
more girls than in 2014. 195 students gave their lives 
to Christ during these courses.

HERE IS WHAT YOUR PARTNERSHIP 
HELPED US ACHIEVE IN 2015:



WORSHIP AT
WATOTO
Worship is more than instruments, songs and Sunday 
mornings. Worship is a lifestyle, and the new Watoto 
Academy of Worship is focused on raising leaders who 
live out that truth.

“I feel privileged to play a part in raising worship 
leaders from among our Watoto children,” said James 
Skinner, Team Leader of the Watoto Academy of 
Worship. “Worship is a powerful tool, and I believe our 
children have beautiful testimonies. Our goal is to equip 
them with the ability to tell their stories through 
worship with skill and sincerity.”

In May of 2015, Watoto hosted the first Watoto 
Worship Camp, the first stage in launching the 
academy program. Long-time Watoto partners and 
recording artists Brad and Rebekah traveled with a 
team of 10 musicians, song writers and music 
producers to teach a week-long camp for more than 50 
Watoto students.

“Many children have taken the initiative to teach 
themselves how to play instruments and organize 
bands, choirs and dance troupes,” said Brad. “We 
wanted to give these children the opportunity to grow 
and we were there to give encouragement and some 
helpful pointers. The students really blew us away with 
their wisdom and desire to minister to others.”

The students’ desire to minister to others is the 
foundation for this new program that will equip 
students to serve their local church in worship areas.

“The academy will introduce children to the 
fundamentals of music,” said Skinner. “Students will be 

given the opportunity to develop their artistic talents 
over the course of many years.”

Children will learn basic music education, and more 
about media, theater and dance as the program de-
velops. The new academy, set to launch this year, will 
provide space for 30 students to begin their first music 
lessons. 

“The Academy of Worship is not just an arts program,” 
said Skinner. “It is a place where students can  
discover their purpose as worshippers and are provided 
with the space, the tools and the instruction to develop 
their skills. These children were created as worshippers, 
with the talents that God has given them, and I believe 
they have the power to transform their communities.”

“Seeing the vision of Watoto grow has 
been incredible.  When I traveled to  
Watoto in 2005, the village of Suubi was 
new. The idea of a vocational school was 
a dream for the future and a secondary 
school was just being built.  

I returned to Watoto in 2015 to see the 
villages bustling with activity and school 
buildings were everywhere, not only for 
the children of Watoto, but for children 
in surrounding villages as well.

During our visit, we toured Watoto’s 
crop and vegetable farm as well as the 
large chicken farm that gives Watoto 

children nearly 6,000 eggs a day and 
where a nutrient-rich goat’s milk 
formula for babies is made. 

The vision continues. God is good. I may 
have returned home yet again, but part 
of my heart will always be in Uganda.

One thing I have learned over the 10 
years since Watoto has entered my life 
is that, on every mission trip, we are 
always given more than we can ever 
give. It is humbling. The joy, faith, hope 
for the future, and gratitude of even the 
youngest children teaches us what is 
turly important in life.”

-Maggie Brossoit
Saint Cloud, Minnesota

VISION AND
VISIT WATOTO





Revenues Total

Contributions 2,307,609

Sponsor a Life 3,919,325

Watoto Uganda Teams 232,619

In Kind Contributions 31,037

Other Income 3,896

Interest Income - Operating 1,438

Unrealized Gain on Investments 1,815

Total Contributions 6,497,739

Product Sales 556,054

Less Cost of Goods Sold (189,423)

Net Sales 366,631

Total Revenues 6,864,370

Expenses Total

Program Services

Sponsor a Life Program 4,137,063

Choir Tours 901,169

Watoto Mission Teams 311,228

Watoto Uganda Programs 511,036

Communications 194,794

Total Program Services 6,055,290

Support Services

Management and General 306,965

Fundraising 147,774

Total Support Services 454,739

Total Expenses 6,510,029

Total Change in Net Income 354,341

Net Assets 1,598,991

SUMMARY FROM OUR 2015 
AUDITED ANNUAL ACCOUNTS
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND CHANGES IN NET ASSETS/INCOME STATEMENT

THE ENTIRE 2015 AUDIT IS AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE AT WATOTO.COM



the times of struggle.

In 2013, she joined Living Hope where she received 
discipleship training and the skills she needed to make 
jewelry. She began to read her Bible, get connected to 
a group of mentors and friends, and to earn a steady 
income.

Now, her daughter Anita is 10 years old and she attends 
primary five and also sings in the school choir. “I’m 
proud of Anita and I have resolved to train her in the 
best way I can so that she can become better than me,” 
said Evelyn.

Through Living Hope, Evelyn has renewed hope for
her family. “I want to live to see my child graduate, get 
married, and most importantly grow and stay strong in 
God’s word,” said Evelyn.
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